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erally been successful. Thus there were at least ten nominal Democrats
in the House who probably would give little heed to efforts of the party
leadership to marshal them, and who might hold the balance of power
in the next Congress.30
The emotional chaos of the time was reflected. in the psychological
reactions of men high in authority. A note of despair was creeping into
public utterance, replacing the usual boastful optimism. Direful fore-
bodings were voiced even by the President of the United States. He
saw a greater evil at work than disunion, which he warned the nation
against in a published letter. "In the last age, although our fathers, like
ourselves, were divided into political parties which often had severe
conflicts with each other, yet we never heard, until within a recent
period, of the employment of money to carry elections. Should this
practice increase until the voters and their Representatives in the State
and National Legislatures shall become infected, the fountain of free
government will then be poisoned at its source, and we must end, as
history proves, in a military despotism. A Democratic Republic, all agree,
cannot long survive unless sustained by public virtue. When this is
corrupted and the people become venal, there is a canker at the root
of the tree of Liberty, which must cause it to wither and die."31 Such
philosophy was not inspiring, and it is not to be wondered at that some
of the younger Democrats cursed this direful prophecy.